
Working for a Better World 
for Pets and Owners-
Tiertefel, Germany

FAST FACTS  Tiertafel runs animal ‘soup 
kitchens’ at 25 locations across Germany, where pet 
owners who are struggling to make ends meet can 
come and get food for their animals.
 IFAW supports animal health check-points in 5 
Tiertafel locations throughout Germany.  In Germany, pet owners have to prove they can 

pay in advance before veterinarian treatment. Many 
animals are dying or being abandoned as a result. IFAW has set up an emergency fund for urgent or 

more expensive operations for pets owned by people 
in poverty.

The problem:
For people on the breadline in Germany, it can be 
hard looking after a beloved pet. Owners struggle to 
afford food for themselves, let alone their beloved 
animals, and if their pet falls ill, they can’t get 
veterinary treatment unless they can prove they have 
the funds to pay for it beforehand. 
A cat or dog is a great source of companionship, 
but for people living in poverty, including older and 
disabled individuals, it can be difficult to carry on 
caring for their furry friends. Pet relinquishment 
is increasing due to difficult economic conditions. 
Beloved pets are being brought to shelters or 
abandoned on the streets, and those that need urgent 
medical treatment are simply going without. 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Provide the very best for your 
pet: healthy food, clean water, regular vaccinations and 
check-ups, and sterilization to ensure a long, healthy life. 

Adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buying one from a 
pet shop or breeder.

DONATE  Your gift could help make sure fewer dogs 
and cats die from disease, starvation and neglect. To donate, 
go to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on 1-800-932-4329

Our solution:
At IFAW, we believe that no animal should suffer 
from an illness or injury that can be easily treated. 
That’s why we bring veterinary care to those who 
need it most, all around the world. 
IFAW-supported Tiertafel holds ‘soup kitchens’ for 
animals, where pet owners can get food for their cats 
and dogs, just like they would get human food at a 
regular soup kitchen. The animals get the nutrition 
they need to stay fit and healthy, and their owners 
don’t face the terrible decision of having to let their 
animals go. 
IFAW is now setting up veterinary teams in five cities, 
providing essential care and treatment to Tiertafel 
clients. The teams are staffed by IFAW veterinarians 
and veterinary students, expanding the knowledge 
and skills available to treat diseased and injured 
animals.  
Our veterinary teams 
have also taken part in 
microchipping events, 
making sure that if a cat or 
dog goes missing, people 
will be able to identify it 
and reunite the animal with 
a worried owner. Without 
IFAW and Tiertafel, 
microchipping, veterinary 
treatment and even food 
would have been out of 
reach for many people in 
Germany living in poverty. 
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